5.3 
Thick Registry Model

A thick registry is one in which all of the information associated with registered entities, including both technical information (information needed to produce zone files) and social information (information needed to implement operational, business, or legal practices), is stored within a central registry repository. The Thick Registry will provide for centralized escrow transfers and lawful access.  It will also provide a source for response to all ContactInfo queries. 

· Escrow – transfers.  When a registrar goes out of business or experiences some other kind of disaster that removes its data store, the data kept at the thick Tier 1B registry can help transfer registrations to a different registrar, and help registrants keep their domain names. Besides that, keeping registrant information at the Tier 1B registry helps registry operators enforce the new transfer’s policy, and may generally contribute to making the transfer’s process run more smoothly.
· Lawful Access. Because all needed information is held at the Tier 1B, response to lawful access inquiries is simplified.
· Contact Info. Because all needed information is in the Tier 1B Registry, the Tier 1B rather than each Registrar responds to ContactInfo queries. This insures consistency in performance.
